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works. When the University of Halle was broken up by the
French in 1807 Wolff went to live in Berlin. King Frederick
William III of Prussia paid him a pension. In 1809, when the
Prussian Government founded the University of Berlin, Wolff
was of the greatest assistance. He conducted a Seminar in the
new university and edited a classical journal. Thus he helped
to maintain continuity between the scholarship of the century
which had passed away and of the new age that was opening.
The Italian and Spanish universities were ancient and of
honourable reputation, but had no vigour. Padua, popularly
called the " Bo " (which meant perhaps Baccalarwrum Ordo,
Order of Bachelors), was the university of the Republic of Venice,
and trained the youth of that state for kw or medicine; it was
also attended, according to Casanova, who was a student there
in 1739, by large numbers of foreign students. The Venetian
Government encouraged foreign students to come by having
highly paid professors, and by allowing students a great deal
of liberty, a concession much prized in an age when Govern-
ment interference was apt to be petty and vexatious. The
Venetian sbirri> or police, did not inspect the students' baggage;
and students freely carried arms, although nominally these
were prohibited by law. The students enjoyed self-govern-
ment. They conducted their relations with the civil authorities
through one of themselves, a senior student called the Syndic,
who was always a foreigner and was responsible for their
good conduct. He had a difficult task, for the students* as
described by Casanova, were undisciplined and Keentkwis;
he calls them vne j&messe effr&tfa. Life at the "Bo" was
merry; and however scholarly were the lectures of the pro-
fessors whom the Venetian Government paid so well, the
examinations seem not to have been too exacting, for Casanova,
at the age of sixteen, graduated Doctor of Law after one year's
study. All the students appear to have studied either law or
medicine. Casanova, who had quid: wits, wanted to study
medicine because, he said, it was easier to practise cbarfatamy
as a physician than as a barrister; but his guardians insisted
upon his taking kw. He satisfied the examiners on two tfeeses;